8    CONSTITUTIONAL LA W OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter Sir Wilfrid Laurier insisted on negating any right of
* the Dominions to be consulted on issues of foreign
policy in general as opposed to those affecting directly
the Dominions. Consultation would, in his view, involve
responsibility on the Dominions, and Canada was not
yet prepared to accept such responsibility. His ideal,
it was clear, was the highest measure of self-determina-
tion for the Dominion, and a resolute opposition to any
tendency to engage Canada in the external affairs of
the United Kingdom and to impose upon her burdens
which would divert her energies from the prime task of
perfecting her internal organisation.1
Nor was the view of Canada isolated. Mr. Fisher for
Australia might desire that the Commonwealth should
be placed in direct communication with the Foreign
Secretary, but his view was isolated. The wider sphere
of foreign relations had no interest for the Union, New
Zealand, or Newfoundland, which proved to be content
with the autonomy they possessed. It is significant that
General Botha rebuked with point and asperity the
effort of the Nationalist press in the Union to claim that
the Dominions could claim to stand neutral in British
wars, and the suggestion received no sympathy from
the other Premiers present at the Conference.
Questions of external relations, however, were des-
tined to destroy the attitude of satisfaction with the
status quo evinced by the Conference of 1911. The
Canadian Government had concluded an arrangement
for reciprocity with the United States. That its opera-
tion might serve to weaken or even destroy the ties
between Canada and the Empire was suggested by
American comments, and the fear ultimately secured
1 Op. cit. chap, xv.